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1 ’ Revelations of the Ex-Analyst of the CIA David MacMichaet

; Revealing Reagan’s Hypocrisy
Toward Nicaragua

-“The CIA Manual is in absolute violation of all
of the executive orders signed by each U.S.
president since Gerald Ford. In addition, it
offers proof of the total hypocrisy of the
Reagan Administration which, on the one
hand, wages campaigns against terrorism and
:nm?oﬁmhmd.ouppomurroﬂmlncuml
merica.”

These affirmations were not made by a
Sandinista leader, nor by any of their millions
ofs mrathlzers all over the world, but rather,
by gav d MacMichael, ex-analyst of the CIA, in
an exclusive interview with Stella Ampuero of
‘the Mexican magazine, Proceso.

At the beginning ot 1984, ex-analyst of the CIA, David
MacMichael, came out in public after destroying one of the
Reagan Administration's principle arguments which tries to
justify its aggressive Central American policy. “The
‘contention that Salvadoran insurgent operations are
planned, directed, and supplied from Nicaragua is simply
false. Since April, 1981, it nas not been possible to
intercept nor establish a truthful report concerning the arms
traffic from Nicaragua to El Salvador.”

MacMichael, age 56, concluded a two-year contract with
the CIA in March, 1983. As an expert in Western
hemispheric affairs, he worked with the team of analysts of
the National Intelligence Council (NIC) which serves the.
officials of the organization in charge of coordinating the.
ac’g/i}ies of all intelligence services in this group. He
advised the NIC concerning the evoiution of events in Latin
America and prepared documents for the National Security
Cowupcil; he also prepared special intelligence projects and
distributed documentation among the different services.
During his years of work with the CIA, MacMichae! heid a
high level security position which gave him access to all
secret intelligence documents concerning Central
America. Resulting from his knowledge in this area, he
classifies as “anti-professional and mistaken” the CIA's
attempts to establish proof of the supposed arms flow from
'l Nicaragua to E!l Salvador.

Compared with Daniel Eisberg, who in 1871 provided
the memorable Pentagon Papers conceming the Vietnam
War to the New York Times, MacMichael is the first
analyst in recent years to make public his break with the
CIA. A devoted Catholic, MacMichael consuited with
ministers of the Church before telling his story to the U.S.
press and to Congress.

*l intend to be patriotic,” he says in an interview. “| believe
that Congress and the public should know that inside the
CIA, pressures exist to adapt the information to fit the
necessities of government policy. It wouid constitute a
terrible tragedy Hf, on this basis, we involved ourselves in a
war in Central America.”

Since abandoning the CIA in 1983, he has traveled twice
to Nicaragua where he participated in meetings with
Sandinista officials, traveled extensively in the country, and
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. Cdmparado cotvDaniel Ellsberg; quien sum
' 1971 al periodico New York Times los memorables do-
. cumentos del Pentagono sobre la guerra de Vietnam.
' MacMichael es el primer analista que en 10S ultimos
" anos ha hecho publica su ruptura con la CIA. Catolico
" devoto, MacMichael consulto con ministros de la Iglesia
antes de contar su historia ala prensa norteamericanay
at congreso.

“intento -dice en una entrevista— ser un patriota.
Considero que el Congreso y ia opinion publica deben
saber que dentro de la CIA existen presiones para ade-
cuar los informes a las necesidades de la politica guber-
namental y constituiria una terrible tragedia que sobre
esta base nos involucraramos en una guerra en Amerni-
caCentral’. -

Desde que abandono la CIA, en 1983, viajo dos’ ve-
ces a Nicaragua. donde se entrevisto con funcionafjos
'sandinistas, recorrio el pais y participo en las manifeg-
| taciones semanales que los norteamericanos residen-
| tes en Nicaragua realizan frente a su embajada. Nacido
O T 1 :

“Operaciones Sicologicas en la Guerra de Gu

provocado estupor e indignacio
otras partes del mundo. '
formaclara y

asesinatos

provocado eerpudio

La guerra de guerrillas es, esencialmente, una
guerra politica. Por eso, su area de operaciones ex-
cede los limites territoriales de la guerra convencio-
nal, para adentrarse en el mismo ente politico por
excelencia: el “animal politico” que definio Aristo-
telqs.’; i e '

Etectivamente, el ser humano debe ser conside-
rado como el objetivo prioritario en una guerra po-
litica. Y concebido como el blanco militar de la gue-
rra de guerrillas, el ser humano tiene su punto mas
critico en la menté. Una vez alcanzada su mente, ha
sido vencido el “animal politico”, sin recibir nece-
sariamentg, balas. °  + o :

La guerra de guerrillas nace y Crece en un.am-
biente politico; en el combate constante por domi-
nar esa area de mentalidad politica que es inherente
a todo ser humano, y que colectivamente constitu-
ye el “ambiente;’ en que se mueve la guerra de gue-
rrillas, y que es en donde precisamente, se define
su triunfo o fracaso. - . :

Esta concepcion de la guerra de guerrillas como
guerra politica convierte a las Operaciones Sicolo-
gicas en el tactot determinante de los resultados. El
blanco es entanges: las mentes de la poblacion; de
toda la poblacion: Nuestras tropas, las tropas ene-
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En:el “Prefacio” de este despreciable “Manual’, que demuestra en
C fehaciente que en Washington se encuentra el cuartel
genefal del terrorismo internacional, se manipulan los sentimientos
religiosos del propio pueblo norteamericano al justificar todos los
sabotajes que ejecutan en Nicaragua y que han
unanime de la comunidad internacional porque .
se trata de una “cruzada cristiana y democratica de los comandos de
la liberyad", tal como podemos leer a continuacion.

took part in the weekly vigils held by U.S. citizens resident
in Nicaragua in front of their Embassy. Born in New York,
MacMichael is an ex-captain in the U.S. Navy. He holds a
Doctorate in History from the University ot Oregon and
worked for 11 years with the Stanford Research Institute, a
California consuiting firm. He was then employed as an
expert in counter-insurgency in the State Department
which sent him to Southeast Asia between 1966-69. At
present, he spends the major part of his time giving
conferences at universities and alerting individuals as well
as groups concerning the dangers of government policy
toward Central America.

-U.S. policy toward Nicaragua has been characterized
by a total contempt of international law and by the
practice of open state terrorism. From the mining of
the Nicaraguan ports to the support of
counterrevolutionary groups, Washington has not
hidden the fact that its intention is to overthrow the
Sandinista government. The public revelation of the
CIA Manual is only one manifestation of this intention.
However, this manual not only violates the 1976
provisions which limit CIA activities, it also violates

| vTerrorismo desde Washington

El repugnante Manual de ia CIA, denominado eufemisticamente
errillas”, para adiestrar
.en practicas criminales a los mercenarios somocistas que buscan
infructuosamente destruir la Revolucién Popular Sandinista, ha
n en diversos sectores de los EEUU y

OPERACIONES

AR R
SICOLOGICAS |
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EN GUERRA OF |
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migas y Ia:pabla_cién civil.

Este libre.es un manual para el entrenamiento de
guerrilleros en Operaciones Sicologicas, y su apli-
cacion al caso concreto de la cruzada cristiana y de-
mocratica que estan librando en Nicaragua los Co-
mandos de la Libertad.

Pueden neutralizarse blancos cuidadosamente se-

leccionados y planificados, tales como jueces de
cortes, jueces de mesta, oficiales de policia o de la
ggguridad del Estado, jefes de los CDS, etc. (Pagina
De ser posible se contrataran criminales profesio-
nales para realizar “trabajos” especificos seiecti-
vos. (Pagina 70). , -

R )

Se asignaran trabajos especificos a otros elemen-
tos. a fin de crear un “martir" parala causa, llevando
a los manifestantes a un entrentamiento con las
autoridades, para provocar motines o disparos, que
cause la muerte de una o mas’persarias, que ven-

drian a ser los martires, gituacion que debe ser
~ ‘aprovechada de inmediato en contra del régimen.

_para crear conflictos mayores. (Pagina 71).
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en Nueva York y ex-capitan de la marina estadouniden-
se, MacMichael tiene un doctorado en historia de la Uni-
versidad de Oregon. Trabajé durante 11 afos con el
Stanford Research Institute, una compania consultora de
California y luego se empled como experto en contrain-
surgencia en el Departamento de Estado, que lo envi6
al sudeste asiatico entre 1966 y 1969. Actuaimente pa-

.sa la mayor parte de su tiempo dando conferencias en
universidades y alertando tanto a individuos como a
grupos de interes sobre los peligros de la politica guber-
namental hacia America Central.

—La politica de Estados Unidos hacia Nicaragua se
ha caracterizado por un total desprecio a las leyes inter-
‘nacionales y a la practica de un abierto terror de Estado.
Desde el minado de los puertos nicaraglienses hasta el
apoyo a los grupos contrarrevolucionarios, Washington
'no ha ocultado que su propdsito es derrocar al gobierno
sandinista. El descubrimiento publico del Manual de la
CIA es solo un ejemplo de etio. Pero este manual no
s6lo es violatorio de las disposiciones de 1976, que limi-
tan las actividades de la CIA, sino también de las orde-
nes ejecutivas dictadas por el propio Presidente en
1981. ;Podria explicar esto?

~El Manual de la CIA viola agolutamente todas las
ordenes ejecutivas firmadas por cada uno de los presi-

executive orders dictated by the President himself in
1981. How would you expiain this? :

-The CIA Manual is in absolute violation of all of the
executive orders signed by each U.S. President since
Gerald Ford. In addition, it offers proof of the total hypocnr'\say
of the Reagan Administration which, on the one hand,
wages campaigns ag:inst terrorism and on the other,
supports terrorism in Central America. This dual policy, as
well as being incapable of demonstrating that there exists a
fiow of arms from Nicaragua to El Salvador, has
considerably undermined the support of moderate sectors
which try to promote Reagan's policies. The personal
popularity of the president, however, does not seem to be
greatly affected, because many U.S. citizens have been
effectively conditioned to believe that the Sandinista
govemment is controlied by the Soviet Union and that the

entral American confiict enters into the East-West
confrontation. And these people believe that it is valid to
make use of the same tactics which are supposedly used
by the enemy.

—Nevertheless, the White House Iimmediately
distanced itself from any knowiedge of the Manual and
its spokespeople assured that it was the work of a
“free-lance” writer. The president has ordered 2
investigations to “determine if there were violations of
law or polic“‘ in the rfoductlon of the Manual.
Ironically, both investigations wiil be carried out by the

Terrorism from WaéMnﬁtoh'

_ The repugnant Manual of the CIA used to instruct the Somocista

mercenaries who are seeking unsuccessfully to destroy the Popular
Sandinista Revolution euphemistically entitied, “Psychological Operations
" in Guerrilla Wartare,” has provoked amazement and indignation in diverse
sectors of the United States and other parts of the world.

. This disgraceful “Manual” demonstrates clearly and truthfuily that we find
. in Washington the general headquarters of international terrorism. Inits
_ “Preface”, the religious sentiments of the people of the United States are
manipulated with the aim of justifying all of the murders and acts of sabotage
which they execute in Nicaragua —actions which h
. unanimous repudiation of the international community-

" a “Christian and democratic crusade of the freedom fighters.” We can read

. the details below.

= - Guerrilia warfare is, essentially, political warfare. As
" @ result, its operational area extends beyond the

territorial limits of conventionai warfare, entering into
~ the area of the “political animal,” as defined by
Aristotle.

The human being must be considered as the primary

- objective in political warfare. The human being,

., understood to be the military target of guerrilla

_warfare, has its most susceptible point in the mind.

Once the mind has been reached, the “political animal”

has been beaten, without necessarily being hit by
bullets.

Guerrilla wartare is born and raised in s political
atmosphere: in the constant battle to dominate this
area of political thought which is inherent in every
human being. This “astmosphere” in which guerrilla
warfare is carried out is collectively constructed and is
precisely where the war will be won or lost.

This conception of guerrilia warfare as political
warfare makes Psychological Operations into the
 determining factor of its outcome. The tar?ets are,
. theretore, the minds of the population: ot all the
. population: our troops, the enemy troops and the
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civilian population.

This book is a manual for the training of guerrilla
tighters in Psychological Operations and their .
concrete application in the Christian and democratic
‘crusade being carried out by the Freedom Fighters in
Nicaragua. .

They will be able to neutralizé carefully selected and
planned targets such as judges, police officers,
agents of state security, leaders of Sandinista Defense
Committees, etc. (Page 33).

Protessional criminals will be éom;octod in order to
carry out specific sclected “jobs™. (Page 70).

Specific jobs will be assigned to other elements, with
the object of creating a “martyr™ for the cause, leading
demonstrators into a confrontation with the author-

~ ities, provoking riots and gunfire, which bring about

the aeath of one or more persons, who then become’
a situstion which " should be
immediately taken advantage of to even

‘greater conflicts with the regime (Page 71), . - -
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gentes desde Forg £+ 1nmas wnapruedbade la totat ;
'pocresia de la admnistr Reagan. gue por una
parte hace campanas r;r'ra,: ’g"nnorgsmo y pof 1a Qt_'a-
apoya activamente 1cr nras ‘erronstas en America
Central Estadonhe peitca 1 2uaique'd incapacidad
de demostrar et fujo de armmas o $ec aragua hacia £l Salva-
dor. ha minado consxkierabemente ei apoyo dé los secto-
res moderados que Iratan de promover 1a politica de
Reagan, pero M popu!'ardad personal del pre5|dente no
se ha visto mayormente afectada porque MUCHE: tado-
‘unidenses han si1do condicoNados a creer. efectivamente
que el gobierno sandinista esta controlado por ja Union
SovIetica y que ! rontietn cantroamencano se inscribe
en fa confrontacion Este Qeste Y esta gente piensa
que es valhdo hacer Ls0 .fe 'as mismas tacticas que su-
puestamente uliiza el enemgo

- Sin embargo. ta Casa Blanca \nmediatamente tomo
distancia de cualquier postble conocimiento del manual
¥ SUS voceros asequraron que se trataba del trabajo de
un “free-lance” E' Presidente ordeno dos investigacio-
nes para "determinar si hay violaciones contralaley o la
politica™ en la elaboracion del manual. lronicamente,
ambas investigaciones seran realizadas por el inspec- _,
tor general de la CIA y por la Comision de Vigilanciade.. .
_la Agencia. Usted. como analista de la CIA que fue.,
. .considera posible que la Casa Blanca no supier anada* :
sobre la publicacion y amphia distribucion (por lomenos - ¢
.2.000 copias circularon) del Manual? :

-Lo que intenta la Casa Blanca es encubrir un errory
“detener un escandalo Es poco probable que el Presi-
dente haya visto personaimente esté manual. pero me
parece inconcebible que un documento de esta natura-
leza se elabore sin una cabal comprension de sus téermi-
nos de referencia Estoserealizaa niveles muy altos de
la CIA_ Y la oficina encargada de los asuntos de Ameri-
ca Central lo deberia haber dilucidado antes de que el
documento empezara a circular Esto demuestra dos
€0sas: una. que existe una imperdonable falta de super-
vision dentro de !a agencia o que las politicas de esta
administracion y de la CIA son tan bien conocidas y
aceptadas que no es necesano hacer ningun tipo de
aclaracion. Cuando las personas de nivel medio vieron
las recomendaciones de asesinar. que violan clara-
mente las disposiciones ejecutivas de la presidencia, y
no las sometieron a instancias superiores para su apro-
bacion. esto significa que existen valores entendidos

A,

para apoyar est> pohtica, En otras palabras. esto quiere ]

decir que ésta . 'a politica real que se esta poniendo en Inspector General of the CIA and by the Surveillance
acti dati las 6rd . Commission of the Agency. As a former analyst of the
practicay que nada tiene que ver con las ordenes ejecu- CIA, do you cpnsider it possible that the White House
tivas. Me parece muy dificil creer que el asesor de | knew nothilg about the publication and wide
Asuntos Latinoamericanos del Consejo de Seguridad distribution (at'Jeast 2000 copies were circulated) of
no estuviera plenamente al tanto de la elaboracion y the Manual?

contenido de este manual. La querra contrarrevolucio- y

naria es una parte tan inherente a la politica estadouni- ~What the White House is trying to do is to cover up an £voy

and avoid a scandal. It's not likely that the President had

g|ense en Ar'nenca Central. ?“ef;\;g%ememe es.'mr%" seen the Manual personally but it 1s inconceivabie to me
e que por lo menos a nivel de nadie supierade | that a document of this nature could be produced without
este proyecto y sus cohsecuencias. the full comprehension of its terms of reference This 1s

carried out at a very high level in the CIA and the office

—Los medios de prensa norteamericarios centraron responsible for Central American affairs would have to

sus informaciones en detalles del manual. COMO QUIEN | Kaye cleared the document before it began to circulate.
fue su autor, el vocabulario que utilizo, silo habiavistoo This demonstrates two things: One. that an unpardonable
no el Presidente. Pers. en su opinion ¢cual es 1a im- lack of supervision exists within the Agency. or that the
portancia politica de este manual? policies of this administration and of the CIA are so well

B . . A known and accepted that there is no need to make any kind
Desde hace tres anos se inicio la guerra contrarre of expianation. When middle-level personnel saw the

volucionana, los asesinatosy el terronsmo hanestadoa | recommendations for murder, which clearly violate the
a orden del dia en Nicaragua. sin necesidad de unma- | provisions of the presidential executive orders. they did not
nual formal y creo que esto es lo que deberiaimportar a submit them 1o thew superiors for their approval Thus

los norteamericanos y no los detalles formales del ma- implies that the values exist which support this pohcy In
.nual. El hecho real es que Estados Unidos decidio des- other words, this is the real policy which is being put into
de principins ce 1a administramian Reaqan emprender .
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esta guerra contrarrevolucionaria y, para ello, recluto,
pago. entreno. dingio las operaciones y proporciono el
material bélico de las fuerzas comisionadas para ello.
Desde hace mas de dos anos el informe de inteligencia
del Departamento de Defensa dejé bien claro que las
autondades estadounidenses estaban al tanto de que
las tacticas de estas fuerzas contrarrevotucionarias
eran el asesinato. el secuestro y el terronsmo. Esta no
-@s una situacion teorica. Los contrarrevolucionarios, que
no pueden ser observados mas que cOmo agentes del
gobierno de Estados Unidos. en su intento de derrocar al
régimen sandinista de Nicaragua han practicado el te-
rror desde hace tres anos y lo han hecho con pleno co-
nocimiento del gobierno norteamericano. No hay forma

de que la administracion Reagan eluda su responsabili--
dad en los cientos de asesinatos cometidos en la forma:

exactamente descrita por el manuai.

-Después de varios meses de acalorado debate y
controversia, y aun habiendo aprobado cerca de 80 mi-
llones de dolares en ayuda alos contrarrevolucionarios
desde 1981. el Congreso de Estados Unidos aprobo re-
cientemente una moratoria a cualquier tipo de ayuda
para los "contras”. En marzo @e! ano proximo el Presi-
dente Reagan debera presentar pruebas de que efecti-
vamente hay un flujo de material bélico desde Nicara-
gua hacia El Salvador, con conocimiento de las autori-
dades sandinistas, si quiere gue se vueliva a abrir elpre-
supuesto para su llamada "guerra sucia”. Hasta ahora.
sin embargo. ha sidoincapaz de presentar ésta o ningu-
na otra prueba. v ’

-Si el programa contrarrevolucionario de la CIA tien-
.de a descartarse, ¢ cual sera el siguiente paso?

- Pienso que se estrechara el cerco economico entorno

de Nicaragua y se intensificara fa campana de despres-
tigio contra el regimen sandinista. Las elecciones se ve-
ran desacreditadas y se explotaran puntos sensibles
como la situacion de los derechos humanos o los con-
flictos con la Iglesia. No me extranaria ver un resurgi-
miento de los cargos por trafico de drogas y. por su-

puesto, el intento de acrecentar el descontento popular -

‘que pueda haber dentro de Nicaragua. que es el objeti-
vo fundamental de la campana de presion economica.

_La ausencia de una fuerza militar regional —organi-

zada para realizar ia "guerra sucia’ de Estados Unidos .

en Ameérica Central- ¢no incrementa las posibilidades
de una intervencion directa de tropas norteamerca-
nas”?

- Creo que debemos estar atenfos a cualquier suceso de

-getonacion” en Centroamerica. Un exitoso avance mili-
tar de! FMLN en El Salvador. por ejemplo. que pueda
manejarse COmMo una amenazapara el ejército salvado-
refo o un colapso para el gobierno de Duarte, puede ser
la excusa para una intervencion militar. Si en este caso
se toma la decision de una intervencion militar directa
estoy convencido de que el siguiente paso del envio de
tropas a E| Salvador sera la expansion de ataques ae-
reos, navales o terrestres sobre Nicaragua. Considero,
sin embargo, que de no darse un “detonante” de esta
naturaleza, el gobierno de los Estados Unidos no se en-
cuentra ansioso de enviar tropas de combate a Ameérica
Central. Lo que desea €s eliminar al gobierno nicara-
guense. pero no necesariamente con sus tropas. Pri-
mero va a tratar de logrario por cualquier otro medio que
este a su alcance Pero si estos medios se demuestran
inefectivos, y existe para los estadounidenses una ex-
cusa viable. como seria una derrota del ejercito saiva-
dorend por laguerriiao la adquisicion de modernas ae-
ronaves de guerra (COMo los Mig) por el gobierno de Ni-
caragua, es de esperarse cualquier reaccion drastica.
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practice. and has nothing to do with the executive orders. it
seems very difficult to believe that the advisor on Latin
American affairs to the Nationa! Security Council was not
fully informed concerning the elaboration and the contents
of this Manual. The counterrevolutionary war is an inherent
part of U.S.policy in Central America, and it is simply
incredible that. at least at the level of the NSC. no one knew
about this project and its consequences.

~The U.S. media centered its reports on detsils of the
manual such as: who authored it; the kind of
vocabulary it used; whether or not the President had
seen it. But, in your opinion, what is the political
importance of this Manual?

_Ever since the counterrevolutionary war began over three
years ago, murder and terrofism have become the order of
the day in Nicaragua. without the necessity of a formal
manual. | believe that this is what should be important to the
American people. and not the formal details of the CIA
Manual. The fact is that the United States, from’ the
beginning of the Reagan Administration, decided to
undertake this counterrevolutionary war. And they have
recruited. paid, trained. and directed the operations and
provided the war material to the forces commissioned for
this war. For more than two years. inteligence reports of
the Defense Department have made it very clear that U.S.
authorities knew that the tactics of the counterrevolutionary
forces were murder, kidnapping and terrorism. This isnota
theoretical situation. The counterrevolutionares, who must
be seen as agents of the U.S. government in their intention
to overthrow the Sandinista regime of Nicaragua, have
practiced terror for 3 years and they have done it with the
full knowledge of the U.S. government. There is no way jhat,
the Reagan Administration can elude its responsibilirr for
the hundreds of murders committed in the exact form
jescribed by the Manual.

-After several months of heated debate. and
controversy, and after hsving approved nearly
million dollars in aid to the counterrevolutionaries
since 1981, the U.S. Congress recently declared a
moratorium on any further aid to “contras™. In March of
1985, President Reagan must present proot that there
is an arms flow from Nicaragusa to El Salvador, and that
it is being done with the knowledge of the Sandinista
authorities, if he hopes to continue the funding qf the
so-oalled “dirty war.” To date, however, he has been
unable to present a single bit of evidence.

—if the-counterrevolutionary program of the ClA has to .
be discarded, what will be the next step?

-1 thiik that they will tighten the economic blockade and
intensify the campaign to discredit the: Sandinista regime.
They will discredit the elections and exploit sensitive issues
such as the human rights situation or the conflicts with the
Church. | would not be surprised to see a resurgence in the
accusations of drug trafficking, and of course, the attempt
to promote popular discontent inside Nicaragua. which is
the fundamental objective of the campaign of economic
pressure.

~The absence of a regional military force—organized
to carry out the “dirty war” of the United States in
Central America—doesn't this increase the possibility
of a direct intervention by U.S. troops?

—1 think that we must be alert in the event of a “detonation”
in Central America. A successful military advance by the
FMLN in EI Satvador. for example, which could be seen as
a threat to the Salvadoran army or the collapse of the
Duarte government. could be used as an excuse for a
military intervention. if. in this case. they make the decision
to invade directly. I'm convinced that the next step. after
sending troops to EI Salvador, will be the expansion of air,
naval. and land attacks against Nicaragua. | would say.
however, that without a “detonation” of this nature, the
United States is not anxious to send combat 1roops to
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La administracion Reagan ha dado un nuevo impulso
alaClAysu presupuesto practicamente se ha duplica-
do desde 1981 y es el que crece con mayor rapidez en-
tre las agencias gubernamentales. Sin embargo, al con-
denarse el programa contrarrevolucionario, ha resurgi-
do la controversia publica sobre el papel que debe ju-

garla CIA en América Central. ; Cual cree que sera éste.

en el futuro proximo?

~-Las actividades de inteligencia de la CIA, la deses-
tabilizacion y el empleo de todo tipo de recursos politi-
Cos y econémicos seguiran siendo fundamentales den-
tro de la estrategia a corto plazo de la administracion
Reagan hacia Nicaragua. Pero las advertencias lanza-
das por John Horton, cuando renuncié como oficial na-
cional de inteligencia para América Latina, en el sentido
de que los medios elegidos por la administracion no s6-
lo desacreditarian a Estados Unidos sino a la propia
CIA, se han visto reforzados por el escandalo del ma-
nual. Esto me hace pensar que el papel de la CIA en
Centroamérica no se vera increrentado. Pero cada vez
con mayor frecuencia hemos recibido noticias del surgi-
miento de fuentes clandestinas de ayuda militar deftro
Oel Departamento de Defensa. Sospecho que en gl fu-
turo la ClA se vera cada vez menos involucrada enlaor-
ganizacion de acciones encubiertas. El entrenamiento
y la planeacion operativas de estas acciones se gestara
ahora en otra parte...dentro del Pentagono. Hace tiem-
po ya que el Pentagono mira con recelo la participacion
de Ya CIA en acciones militares y preferiria que ésta se
dedicara a sus labores de inteligencia.

' ~Todo parece indicar que la senda emprendida por la
administracion Reagan cqQnduce inevitablemente al en-
vio de tropas norteamericanas al istmo, a pesar de los
esfuerzos de pacificacion del Grupo Contadora. Sin du-
da, la intervencion militar de Estados Unidos en Ameri-
ca Central tendra serias repercusiones en las relacio-

nes entre Washington y América Latina. ; Qué opina al

respecto.

-Si Estados Unidos desea realmente estabilidad en
la region, el restabiecimiento de la pazy garantias legi-
timas de que no estableceran bases extrahemisféricas
en el area, tendra que apegarse necesariamente a la
oportunidad histérica que le brinda el proceso de Conta-
dora. Por primera vez el'Grupo de Contadora ofrece a
Estados &\idos Ia oportunidad de dar marcha atras en
Su papel intervencionista y de control de la region y per-
mitir a los principales paises del area asumir aigunas de
estas responsabilidades. Pero si los objetivos de Was-
hington son asegurar su hegemonia sobre la region, se-
guira saboteando el proceso de Contadora, lo cual
constituye una verdadera tragedia.

“Existe, sin embargo, un Congreso, que no desea la
participacion en una guerra. El pueblo norteamericano,
a pesar de sus deseos de poderio, tampoco esta dis-

‘puesto a sufrir un alto nimero de bajas, a menos que se
demuestre efectivamente que la seguridad nacional se
encuentra reaimente amenazada y este no es el.caso
de América Central. En consecuencia, sera muy dificil
para el gobierno norteamericano demostrar la necesi-
dad de una guerra en el istmo centroamericano. Has-
ta ahbra, la retérica gubernamental ha sido dirigida a
convencer de que es posible obtener un triunfo facil
‘poco costoso sobre el comunismo en América Central.
ggzil Yy poco costoso son mas importantes que el triunfo.
Y hasta ahora, no ha habido triunfo, no ha sido facil, ni
tampoco, poco costoso. Esto es algo que no hay que

rder de vista en ningun analisis sobre la politica de
E:tados Unidos hacia América Central”.
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‘Central America. What they want to do is to eliminate the

Nicaraguan government, but not necessarily through the
use of their troops. They will first try to achieve this by any
other measures within their reach. But if these actions
should prove to be ineffective, and if the United States can’

find a viable excuse, such as a serious defeat for the

Salvadoran army. by the guerrillas or the acquisition of
modern fighter planes (such as MiGs) by the Nicaraguan
government, one couid then expect any kind of drastic
action.

- The Reagan Administration has given new life to the
CIA and its budget has nearly doubled since 1981,
making it the government agency with the most rapidly
rising budget. However, due to the condemnation of its
counterrevolutionary program a nubllc controversy
has reemerged over the role which should be played
by the CIA in Central America. What do you think this
role will be in the near future?

-The ClA's intelligence activities, the destabilization and
the use of all types of political and economic resources will
continue to be fundamental within the Reagan
Administration's short-term plans against Nicaragua.
However, the warnings madé by John Horton, upon his
resignation as national intelligence official for Latin
America, indicate that the measures chosen by the
Administratian not only discredit the United States, but also
the CIA itself. The situation has intensified because of the
scandal over the Manual. This makes me think that we will

" not see an increase in the CIA's role in Central America.

Yet, at the same time, we receive frequent news of the
emergence of clandestine sources of military aid from
within the Defense Department. | suspect that in the future,
the CIA will become less involved in the organization of
covert actions. The trainin%and operative planning of these
actions will be carried out by the Pentagon. For some time
now, the Pentagon has looked with suspicion upon the

participation of the CIA in military actions and they would .

prefer that the CIA dedicate itself solely to the work of
intelligence. :

-Everything ap:urs to indicate that the path tollowed
by the Reagan Administration will inevital ly lead to the
sending of U.S. troops to the region, in spite of the
peace efforts on the Contadora group. A U.S. military
Intervention will  undoubtedly have serious
repercussions for the relations between Washington
and Latin America. What is your opinion on this
subject? '

—If the United States really wants stability in the region, the
reestablishment of peace, and legitimate guarantees that
foreign bgses will not be established in the area. they must.
adhere to the historic opportunities presented by the
Contadora fyocess. For the firsttime, the Contadora Group
offers the United States the opportunity to leave behind its

- interventiqnist role and to allow the principle countries of

the region to assume some of these responsibilities. But if
Washington's objectives are to secure its hegemony over
the region it will continue sabotaging the Contadora
process which will be a real tragedy. “Nevertheless, there
exists a Congress, which does not want to become
involved in a war. In spite of their desire to be a powerful
nation, the people of the United States are not dispnsed ta.
suffer a high number of casuaities unless they are
convinced that the national security of the United States is
truly threatened, and this is not the case in Central
America. In consequence, it will be very difficult for the U.S.
8ovemment to demonstrate the necessity for a war in the
entral American isthmus. Up until now the governmental
rhetoric has aimed at convincing the people that it would be
possible to obtain a cheap and easy victory over

.communism in Central America. It is very important that the

victory be cheap and easy. And to date, there has been no
victory, it has not been easy, and it has not been cheap.
These factors must be taken into account in any analysis
conceming U.S. policy in Central America " R
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